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Erica Mitchell
Aviation Institute of Maintenance
Houston, Texas

Erica served in the US Army for 8 years as an automated logistical specialist. It
was during her time in the US Army that she experienced two deployments to
Kuwait and Iraq and developed a love for aviation. Erica became a student at
Aviation Institute of Maintenance – Houston (AIM) in April 2017 and has managed
to become an AIM success story by simply having the drive to be a better person
while doing what she loves. She has achieved a great deal as a student at AIM
including being an active member of the NTHS.
Erica recently received the Pratt and Whitney Engine Training Scholarship, as well
as the Southwest Airlines Maintenance Training Scholarship. Erica was honored at
the Thirtieth International Women in Aviation Conference by Pratt and Whitney for
becoming the recipient of their Engine Training Scholarship award on March 14,
2019 in Long Beach, California.
In addition to her academic endeavors, Erica worked as a production specialist
at InTech Aerospace. She has earned her FAA Airframe & Powerplant Mechanic
license and her goal is to become a full time employee with a major airline. Erica
has an amazing attitude and way with others that will serve her well in the future.
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Jose Mendoza
Escoffier, School of Culinary Arts
Austin, Texas

Jose Mendoza was born on 20 May 1967 in Brooklyn New York. At the age of 10 he
was taken to Puerto Rico where he graduated from High School and attended a
Technical College for Computer Electronics Technician which he graduated from
in conjunction with High School. Jose went on to move back to New York at the
age of 18 but after 2 years of that life decided to make a change for his future and
enlisted in the US Army as a Paratrooper Combat Medic.
During his 22 years of active service, Jose deployed numerous times and is a 2 time
Bronze Star recipient for his actions in combat. Although Jose continued to work
with the military training Soldiers after he retired from service, he felt there was
something else he needed to do. In 2016 he enrolled in to the Auguste Escoffier
School of Culinary Arts where he earned his Associates Degree.
Although it was not his intentions, Jose decided to open his own Puerto Rican
Cuisine restaurant in Harker Heights Texas Called MJ Kitchen. In 2018 he again
decided to go back to Auguste for his Pastry Degree. In his restaurant, which he
calls a Kitchen, the concept is a Mom and Pop in where a different meal from
Puerto Rico is prepared. Just like when you go to anyone’s house, you do not get to
place an order for what you would like to eat, rather you are offered what has been
prepared and you enjoy it.
The Kitchen is run by his wife Gladys who also graduated from the Pastry program
and his son Joevany.
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Shateeka Douglas
Fortis College
Houston, Texas

Being able to choose the school that is right for me to continue my education is
important as an individual but more importantly as a veteran. After serving 10+
years in the Army as a healthcare specialist, I chose to further my education at
Fortis Institute by selecting a career path in Medical Billing and Coding (MBC). I
chose this school and career field in that it was the first opportunity presented to
me to further my education by offering low cost, a short program curriculum, and
also a school closely located to home and one covered by the post 911 GI bill.
As a veteran, being given the right to choose the school best for me and my
education is imperative and an entitlement that every veteran should have. I feel
that it is only right that veterans have the freedom to use their voice and make
the choice in selecting what he or she would feel is best for them, especially after
devoting their blood, sweat, and tears to the military for a number of years. These
freedoms fall in line with the goals and objectives that I had for myself, which
include receiving a productive education within a timely manner and to secure
a position that will allow me an endless opportunity in a versatile industry of
healthcare as a professional.
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Jillian Morales
The College of Health Care Professions
Austin, Texas

The College of Healthcare Professionals has been an excellent institution for
higher learning, and I am thankful that I am able to utilize my VA benefits. After
graduating from the University of Texas at Arlington in 2007, I commissioned into
the US Army and served eight and half years as a Medical Service Corps Officer on
active duty. I decided to depart the military for many reasons, however my plan was
to return to school. I have a bachelor’s degree but required a few additional courses
in order to apply to PA school. In the process of applying, I realized the competitive
nature of the PA program and that organizations were looking for candidates
with experience. In the medical field, I have administrative experience but not
clinical. Simultaneously, my spouse, who is still serving in the military, relocated
our family to Austin, TX. After researching options to obtain clinical experience, I
decided to seek out the best medical assisting school. Every search I conducted,
be it accreditation or veteran friendly schools, led me back to CHCP. I have been
here now for almost 7 months and can genuinely say it has been one of the best
decisions I’ve made in continuing my education. Not only is the staff reasonable
and accommodating to veterans, they ensure all students have a fair opportunity
to receive a superior education. I have maintained a 4.0 GPA, and I give back to the
community through CHCP volunteer programs; none of which would have been
possible without my VA benefits.

PAGE 250

|

The Post-911 GI Bill Benefit

TX

Jacob “Jake” Kelley
The Ocean Corporation
Houston, Texas

Twenty years ago, the GI Bill charted a new course for my life by allowing me to go
to commercial diving school at The Ocean Corporation. The school helped start
a career that has been challenging, difficult and rewarding, sometimes all at the
same time. A career choice that has allowed me to be a success as a diver, husband
and father.
There was little doubt that I would serve our country by joining the Marines. A
family member has been in one branch or another of the US military since at least
1864, with most choosing to serve in the Marines. The amount of financial support
provided by the VA when I attended school pales in comparison to current funding
levels and that is a good thing. Even with my GI Bill, I still struggled and had to
work while I was going to Ocean Corp. The important thing was that I not only had
the ability to choose what type of school (trade, community college, four year) I
wanted to go to, but also specifically which school. One of the best things about
this country is the freedom to choose. It is your choice to serve your country, to vote
and yes to go to the post-secondary school that YOU want. Should you research
and compare the colleges and careers that you are considering? Absolutely, but
you should be able to use your VA funding however you want.
With the education I earned at a career school, I currently work as a manager at
an energy company. Instead of working for commercial diving companies, I now
hire them. Companies that prefer to hire veterans, veterans who graduate from the
school they choose to attend.
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D’Andra Scott
The College of Health Care Professions
Dallas, Texas

D’Andra J. Scott, a 33-year-old veteran of the United States Army, was born and
raised in Dallas, TX. He graduated from South Oak Cliff High School. Being the
oldest of three siblings, I had always wanted to do something different in a career
and to explore the world. I knew that joining the military would be difficult and
challenging, but I was up for the journey. I enlisted in the military on June 17, 2004. I
went to Basic Training at Fort Jackson in South Carolina, AIT in Aberdeen, Maryland
and then on to Fort Hood in Kileen, Texas. I experienced three deployments in
both the Middle East and Kosovo. Unfortunately, during my last deployment, I was
severely injured when my tactical vehicle was hit by an IED.
After serving 10 years in the military, I decided to enroll in school. Since being in
the civilian world, I have gained an acting degree, and a Barber’s License, but for
me that wasn’t enough. I always wanted to get into the medical field. My mom
always said that’s where I would fit in. I visited CHCP and from the time I walked
in the door I was welcomed with open arms. I decided to join the LMRT Program
because I think x-rays are fascinating. My instructor, Mrs. Meyers, is amazing and
she always shows her passion for the program. I would definitely recommend The
College of Healthcare Professionals to anyone that has a passion for helping others
and wants great training.
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Doug Ellisor
Fortis Institute
Houston, Texas

My name is Dou Ellisor and I am presently attending Fortis Institute in Houston,
Texas. As a veteran, I’ve earned the right to choose any VA approved educational
institution to meet my educational goals. I chose the Fortis HVAC-R Program
because it was the best fit for the education and training that I was seeking. After
doing my research and comparison of different colleges I discovered that Fortis
Institute had the most detailed and to the point program available for me.
As soldiers transitioning back to the private sector we face unique challenges
reintegrating into society, and should not have their options limited due to the
proprietary nature of the educational institution that they choose to attend.
Veterans serve primarily to earn the educational benefits to avoid the student
loans needed to attend school, and a significant percentage of veterans are more
interested in obtaining a marketable skill as opposed to traditional education.
Fortis fills a void in society by providing a highly skilled, certified and/or licensed
workforce in a timely manner. VA approved schools have to meet several
requirements determined by the VA. The curriculum, program cost, and even
the length of the program must be approved by the VA. This alone should be the
determining factor of whether or not a school is VA approved, not whether it is
proprietary or not. The choice should be given to the Veteran that has served our
country.
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Mike Robinson
Lincoln Tech
Grand Prairie, Texas

On February 26, 2018 I started my Automotive Technology Program at Lincoln Tech
in Grand Prairie, TX. I have been working on cars since I was 6 years old with my
father, but technology has changed so much since then. I learned a lot from the
instructors at this school as well as all the hands on and from other students. There
were also many other Veterans at the school and several were in the same class as
I was in the beginning. I was brought up to date on all the current technology and
tools of the trade. I was able to get my wife’s vehicle working again as well from
attending the classes and learning. I graduated on March 26, 2019. I enjoyed the
training so much as well I am now currently enrolled in the Collision Program that
starts on April 15th 2019. I was also involved in the Lincoln Tech Race Team at this
campus as well. We were currently working on building a new race car for drag
racing. I plan to pick it back up when I start my new program. I am very grateful for
all the training and education I received from Lincoln Tech. I served 22 years in the
Army and I am a Disabled Veteran and I graduated with a 3.95 GPA.
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Edward Smith
Asher College
Dallas, Texas

I started my 2nd journey in May 2014 when I decided to move to Dallas, Texas. I had
just wrapped up my 1st journey with the U.S. Army just shy of serving 23 years. I
found myself like most veterans entering the civilian world not quite sure where or
what to do after being a soldier for more than half my life. It was at that moment I
realized I had experience and skills from 3 specific skill identifiers in the Army and
not sure how any of them would benefit me in the civilian sector. I then ran my
skills and experience through a simulator translating my Army skills to civilian. It
did an excellent job translating my skills, but I still felt incomplete because I had the
experience covered by far, but lacking on the education department. I was faced
with a decision about going back to school in my late 40’s to fill the education gap
or putting myself out there with just my experience alone.
I began my search for an institution that best fit me. I wanted to be physically in
school and have some flexibility with my schedule. After doing some comparisons
I decided upon Asher College and it ended up being one of the best decisions
I made in my lifetime. My experience with them has been and continues to
be exceptional. I can truly say without any doubt they help me understand my
true potential. Asher College helped me enhance my technical skills, but more
importantly my communication skills with others. Asher’s unique style of blended
learning along with professional development classes are what I believe helped
me unleash my potential. Thank you Asher College, for all that you have done for
me and my family.
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Anthony Davis
Arlington Career Institute
Grand Prairie, Texas

Anthony is a 44-year-old Military Veteran who was one of the first students to enroll
in Arlington Career Institute’s new Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and
Refrigeration program. He attended school Monday through Saturday, 7:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., for seven, tough weeks, and he graduated at the top of his class on
December 14, 2018. The day after Christmas, he started his new Job with Houk Air
Conditioning and Heating in Arlington, Texas. His employer stated, “Please send us
some more graduates like Anthony. He is an excellent tech and employee.”
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Claudia M. Browning
The College of Health Care Professions
Houston, Texas

I am an honorably discharged disable veteran. I currently attend The College of
Health Care Professions as a full time student in Houston, Texas. I am also a single
mother with a full time job. Collectively, i dedicate close to eighty hours a week
to school and work. This has been challenging for many reasons but well worth it.
I only have five weeks of school left and I started in August of last year. This type
of program has been extremely beneficial to me. Concluding this program I will
have successfully completed a program necessary to acquire a full time position
as a Medical Assistant with in the medical field. It will also allow me to take the
necessary tests to become a certified as a Medical Assistant. I am 34 years old and
have been out of school for almost twenty years. Going to traditional four year
college after my discharge from the military simply was not an option for me. I did
not have the time to spend four years away from my son, or four years working a job
that I an unhappy at while I earned my degree just to make ends met. I used my
GI Bill at CHCP and completed my program in less than a year. Shortly, I will have
the job I have always wanted and be back at home with my son. I am very grateful
to have has the option of utilizing my GI Bill for programs like the ones CHCP offer.
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Corey Risper
Wade College
Dallas, Texas

I am a former Navy Air Traffic Controller who started a t-shirt business using
aeronautical charts from my days in the military. In 2009, I was experimenting with
different types of aeronautical charts and came up with an idea to screen print
approach plates on t-shirts and sell to aviation professionals. It was a hit! Word of
mouth soon spread and friends and strangers started to notice my designs and
asked me to make t shirts with their cities flight maps. The approach plates had
captured the attention of not only pilots but even people with no affiliation with
aviation. This continued until I took a leap of faith and created a clothing line from
the maps that I had used in the past. My ambitions pushed me further when I
decided to enroll in fashion college and grow from t- shirt designer to an actual cut
& sew fashion designer. Thank you for the opportunity to tell my story.
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Michele Perez
The College of Health Care Professions
McAllen, Texas

I experienced many difficulties throughout my life and somehow these events only
shaped me to be the person I am today. I often thought about becoming a nurse or
traveling the world, so I joined the US Army and studied to be a paramedic.
Eventually I went to school to become an LVN. I felt a great calling to help others.
After 20 years of working as a nurse, I knew I needed to go back to school to
continue my journey. My dream was to one day perform OB ultrasounds. By this
time, my children were all grown, so we decided we were all going to go to school
together.
My son is also a US Army Veteran and he often dreamed of being a doctor when he
was younger. My son other son began at St. Mary’s University for Computer Science
but later felt drawn to the medical field. And my daughter-in-law started out at STC
studying psychology. But after we all found out about CHCP, we all enrolled.
My sons recently graduated from the LMRT program and successfully obtained
jobs. I am about to complete the DMS program, and my daughter-in-law is in her
2nd semester of the program.
We continue to remain positive and love the fact that as soon as we walk in the
door people know we are a family and we are doing this together. We feel we have
made a positive impact at CHCP by how we treat one another, and our respect for
our teachers, and peers. We all love the fact that the staff know everyone who walks
through the door, it is that personal touch that you really learn to appreciate.
The most important thing I’ve learned from my experience being back in school,
is that it is never too late to go back no matter where you are in your life. If you
have the desire to do something and you have a passion to help others, you will be
successful. The only person that stands in your way is you. I’ve met amazing people
along the way and we’ve shared similar difficulties and life experiences.
I am grateful for the experience at CHCP, and the amazing opportunity I have
experienced with my family here.
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Steve Fontenette
Fortis College
Houston, Texas

After 22 years in Army, retiring as a Field Artillery NCO, I was looking for the next
chapter in my life. On July 4th, 2016 the air conditioning went out in my house.
The repairs ended up costing me $3400. At that time I decided that working
within A/C repair would be a good career, considering the area and the weather.
I looked into schools and had many choices. I started school 6 months later, and
as I was out-processing from the Army, I started in the HVAC program at Fortis
College. Upon graduation I was hired by John Moore and then worked for Beacon
Equipment. While I was a student, because of my military background, students
gravitated toward me and I was always happy to assist them. I’ve also always been
enthusiastic about helping people, and I took a call from Fortis’s former program
director in HVAC, who offered me a job. I have been working in the field and as an
instructor ever since.
I could have used my G.I. Bill anywhere but I ended up choosing Fortis because it
was the best fit for me.
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Ashley Shoemaker
The College of Health Care Professions
Fort Worth, Texas

I am currently a College of Health Care Professions (CHCP) student on externship
as a Licensed Medical Radiology Technician (LMRT). I enrolled in CHCP with the
dream of becoming an X-ray technician with the literal definition of hope: to
cherish a desire with anticipation; to want something to happen or be true.
I was told thirteen years ago that I “would never have what it takes to amount to
being an X-ray Tech”. Being and X-ray Tech was my dream and I was not going to
let it be crushed. I knew it would not happen overnight and that it would take a
lot of falling down and getting back up to achieve this. I first enrolled at another
college, to start their Radiology program. I knew the classes within the program
would be hard, but I knew I would push myself to be my best. The Anatomy and
Physiology classes were where I became disheartened. Very little time was spent
on bones (osteology). Not much else pertained to what would be essential for me
to learn the career I wanted for the remainder of my life. On the verge of giving up,
I took a side road and got a degree in a different area and settled. Two years later I
saw an ad for CHCP on social media. Suddenly, I had a gut feeling I needed to look
at this school. To anyone that wants to come to the school, my words to you are,
“What are you waiting for?” The only wish I have had pertaining to the school is that
I wish I had known about CHCP sooner.
Being at CHCP has made me feel that a dream is never too far out of reach. I
was treated not only as a person but as family. Coming from a past where I was
treated as a number, this school was very different and welcoming. The staff and
instructors don’t give up on their students and don’t let their students give up on
themselves. I have had moments where my life situations have caused great stress
and weight on me, and my instructors listened, understood, and encouraged me.
There is not a person to whom I wouldn’t recommend CHCP. Every class, every lesson
pertained to exactly what I would need for my career. It seemed like it was catered
specifically for me. CHCP is literally a family who is caring and compassionate for
their students and their education. I honestly do not know where I would be if I
had not come across this school. I would not be performing hands on learning of
the job that I have yearned for over the past decade. CHCP gave me the best gift I
could ever ask for: Hope.
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Terence Hamilton
The College of Health Care Professions
San Antonio, Texas

The medical field is my home and helping people is what I do. It’s what I have
always done. For twenty years I was a hospital corpsman in the United States Navy.
I lived in numerous places, traveled the world, and as per Navy standards, had the
ability to pack up my life at any moment’s notice. However, there was one aspect
that remained my constant; patching people up and helping them get well.
Once I retired from the military, I thought it would be a good time to learn new
skills, and step away from the medical field. I gained new skills in a different field,
but something was missing. They say when you love what you do, it is a career not
a job. I realized being in the medical field was not just my job, it was and still is who
I am. So, I embraced an abrupt change, but this time I headed back to my roots. I
enrolled at the College of Health Care Professions (CHEP) in the medical assistant
program without a second thought.
CHEP is great college, where I can attend classes both online as well as in the
classroom. This is very convenient for me especially having two small children.
The staff are incredibly helpful and insightful. CHCP has added additional skills
and training needed to be the best version of myself. I look forward to using the
knowledge gained here along with my Naval experience to obtain my medical
assistant certification.
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J.D. Buchert
West Coast University
Dallas, Texas

West Coast University-Dallas alum JD Buchert graduated in November 2015 with a
bachelor’s of science in nursing after a long gap in his academic history.
“”When I was younger, I was in medical school and my wife passed away so I had
to drop out to raise my son, who was 9 months old,”” he said. “”When my son
graduated with his master’s degree, he convinced me to go back to school and
nursing was the route I took.””
Buchert said he chose WCU due to its accelerated BSN program. Returning to
school 25 years later, the last thing the grandfather of four wanted was to have long
breaks between semesters.
“”I wanted to go all the way through without interruption. Also, being a little bit
older or even twice the age of the other students, I didn’t want to spend 12 years
in school getting my medical degree,”” he said. “”At first, I can tell you, it was a little
difficult to retrain my brain to learn, but it’s probably one of the best decisions I’ve
ever made.””
Buchert more than made up for lost time during his 26 months at WCU-Dallas.
Besides being on the honor roll and a program ambassador, Buchert was elected
president of the National Student Nursing Association, selected for the Honor
Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau and traveled to Panama with the Global Public
Health program.
“”I think as I got older I appreciated the educational system more than when I was
younger. When I was younger, I just wanted to finish and get it over with. As an
older student I wanted more to absorb and take the knowledge to heart,”” he said.
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Leroy Martinez
The College of Health Care Professions
San Antonio, Texas

My story starts back in June 2013. This was the first time I had used my GI Bill for
education benefits. I got into the LMRT program. The first impression I got from
The College of Healthcare Professionals was the professionalism from the staff. The
career services team is on top of their game getting resources out to students that
need them. Fast forward 2018 I wanted to get more rounded in the medical field
so I reached out to CHCP and once again and like a well-oiled machine they walked
me through the process of what is needed from me to enroll and within a month
I enrolled in the Medical Assistant program and ready for classes two weeks later.
I will most definitely recommend CHCP to anyone who is looking at returning to
school either first time or gain hands on skills as a Physical Therapy Tech, Coding
and Billing, Medical Assistant, or LMRT. They are supplying quality medical field
employees to our community. I have seen firs- hand some students that are now
out in the medical field during internship and they had the skills already as if they
have been there for five years. CHCP will give you the knowledge needed and skills
necessary to be ready for hire.
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Ricardo Tuda
Western Technical College
El Paso, Texas

I served in the United States Navy for 8 years as a Navy Corpsman (FMF) from 2003
to 2011. Served in 2 deployments, my first was in the USS Enterprise (CVN 65) to
the Arabian Gulf in support if Operation Iraqi Freedom and my second to Sangin,
Afghanistan with the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. During my 8 years of service I didn’t take advantage of the school
opportunities I had. When I was discharged from the military, I didn’t know what to
do. It took me 5 years to decide to go back ti school and use my G.I Bill benefits to
earn a higher education. I enrolled in Western Tech’s Automotive program because
the schedule was right for me and I got a tool box something other schools
didn’t provide. I completed the program and received my Associate Degree. After
internship, I was hired in my field of study at Need 4 Speed Automotive. I wanted
to learn other skills and decided to enroll in the Advanced Welding Program. I want
to be able to provide for my family by having the necessary skills to do so. I would
like to thank my wife, kids, family, for their support and understanding. Also, thank
you to my instructors and staff whom played an important part in my education.
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Joseph Rodriquez
MyComputerCareer
Dallas, Texas

Before attending classes at MyComputerCareer I was searching for employment in
the construction industry. I was unemployed for 9 months and this was hard for my
family. I did not like the construction industry because of the manual labor, weather
and long hours. Before attending MyComputerCareer I attended another IT school
but I did not like the curricula and the set up. I only met with my instructor once a
month and there was no formal guidance or technical training.
I heard about MyComputerCareer at a career fair. I am scheduled to graduate 3
months from now and I have landed my first IT position as an IT Technician.
Attending MyCC is positivity impacted life because of the setting the people.
Everyone here is focused on your success, from the office administrator, instructors
and career services department.
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James Taylor III
The College of Health Care Professions
Fort Worth, Texas

My experience at The College of Health Care Professions (CHCP) has been the best
experience ever. This is actually my second school I’ve been to since I graduated
high school. I’ve accomplished so much with school as far as graduating and
passing tests or quizzes that I thought I would fail. Getting to know certain people
and making friends here at CHCP was a great experience. I remember it like it was
yesterday, walking into class late as usual and seeing so many different faces like it
was high school all over again. Weeks went by and I started to open up and make
new friends in the Massage Therapy program as well as other programs. I felt like
I was at home, because the school is that easy to get accustomed too. Military
appreciation day was very fun as well, all of the veterans lined up and we walked
down the halls. It was heartwarming to know that some people do care for the
vets and what we had to accomplish while in the military. I will always remember
CHCP and what they did for me and always recommend people to come here and
get an education.
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Neftali Marerro
Aviation Institute of Maintenance
Irving, Texas

My name is Neftali, better known as Talo. I served five years in the US Army as a
77F, and 97F (Petroleum Specialist). I was born and raised in Puerto Rico, but since
getting out of the military I felt as if there was a necessary change to be made, so
I moved to Texas in 2017. What lead me to AIM’s program was just a normal day
watching TV and came across an AIM commercial. I got online and checked out
the reviews, met with my recruiter, and the rest is history. The environment was
what really lead me believe this was the place for me. Everyone was so helpful
and had my best interest at heart. I’m still a current student, but what I enjoy most
is that my classmates are always willing to help one another, and we never leave
anyone helpless. I plan to graduate and make the best of what I have learned here
by applying it to the skills that I have already developed from the military.
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Christopher Colley
The College of Health Care Professions
Fort Worth, Texas

I am a 14 year, active duty veteran of the US Navy. I have been deployed to many
different countries as well as combat zones while serving. I have been awarded
many different awards and have moved up to the rank of Petty Officer Second
Class before being discharged. I was released from the Navy and started my
secondary education path. I first moved to Florida and obtained my Associates of
Arts. Then shortly after that, I moved to Fort Worth, TX and decided to go into the
medical field. I needed to obtain skills quickly so as to go forward with this plan.
I researched colleges with medical training. CHCP was the first choice on the list
and I then went to the campus and enrolled in the MA program. While in the MA
program I am also serving in the US Army reserves. My ultimate goal is to go into
the PA program within the Army. Having a background in the medical field at
CHCP has opened a lot of doors for me. After obtaining my certification as an MA,
I was lucky enough to get an interview at a Cardiologist clinic where I had worked
for 6 months. I then took another job at a bigger facility making more money.
The College of Healthcare Professionals had helped me out a lot in defining my skills
and grooming myself as a better Medical Assistant. I have also taken advantage
of obtaining a second certification as an EKG technologist through the school as
well. This helped me quite a bit in marketing myself as a more valuable employee.
Right now I am currently finishing my Associates in Health Care Management and
moving on towards starting my Bachelors in Health Care Management all through
CHCP online. Thank you CHCP for everything that you have given me.
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Antonio D Dillard
Aviation Institute of Maintenance
Dallas, Texas

In 1992 I was introduced to aviation as a 68N in the Army. After 13 years as an
Avionics Technician I received my Structures Certification in 2005. After 1012 years as a Structures Mechanic I enrolled in AIM and in 2018 I became a
Structures Technician and secured employment at South West Airlines as a Senior
Maintenance Planner.

Tiffany V. Owensby
The College of Health Care Professions
Houston, Texas

The College of Health Care Professions (CHCP) is a great school for future medical
students especially veterans like me. After moving her in in June 2018 from Fort
Bragg, NC I did the proper research for school to reach the goals I have in my sight.
The staff goes above and beyond to ensure that the students succeed in our desired
career courses, whether it be materials, modules, exams, and study materials. They
have active instructors and staff that are easy to approach with any situation. It
does not matter if it is school related or just having some personal issues going
on. Most of the staff are very supportive and will go above and beyond their call
of duty for the students. I am in the LMRT program which is 13 months with 21
weeks of externship at an outside site. As an Army veteran this college has helped
me transition from military world to a civilian learning a new career/trade to better
myself for my future occupation. Even the other students help each other out in
pushing each other to do better and never give up. The classroom setting is like
hoe. We work and study together in motivation, support, and uplifting one another
when someone starts to slip or feel like giving up on. The radiology program that
I am in has been one the best decisions I have ever made. My main focus now
because I am almost complete with it is to get my degree in RT.
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Steven Midkiff
Lincoln Tech
Grand Prairie, Texas

My name is Steven Midkiff. I am a veteran currently enrolled at Lincoln Tech in
Grand Prairie, Texas. I chose a tech school because I’m just one of those people
that isn’t a college person. Why take a bunch of classes that have nothing to do
with what I’m trying to do with my life? Where does speech class make me a better
mechanic? For me, the logical choice was to go to a tech school where I can learn
to do a job instead of learn to pass a test or please a professor. Lincoln Tech has
great instructors that are passionate about passing their collective knowledge to
the next generation of technicians. The school supports veterans more than most
colleges by acknowledging our sacrifice and service. They even gave us a Veteran
Lounge where we can retreat to if we need to decompress a little or if we just
need to eat lunch without random people surrounding us. Lincoln Tech also has
a great career services department that works tirelessly to help students with job
placement. Even after you graduate you still have help finding a job. Lose your job?
No problem. Come by and I can almost guarantee that the ladies in career services
know someone hiring. They’ll even help you write and send out your resume. As
with the military though, you only get out what you put in. If you work hard and
put in the effort, you will succeed.
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Noe G. Ocanas II
The College of Health Care Professions
McAllen, Texas

I joined the U.S. Marine Corps in 2009 hoping to learn skills I could come back with.
My entire experience in the military was tough. I remember the moments when I
wanted to quit and go home. What I eventually learned from my experience is that
reward are better earned through enduring the suffering that is presented. This is
why I am proud to say I served in the armed forces. After completing my service,
I worked as a warehouseman. However, the company was put for sale and my
position not needed. Instead of waiting to be laid off I used my GI Bill to go to back
to school. During the time my wife enrolled in the Diagnostic Medical Sonography
(DMS) program at The College of Health Care Professions (CHCP). I saw what she
was doing was what I wanted to pursue. she reminded me of what enduring the
suffering for an incredible reward took. Sonographers must understand what
they are doing in order to help save lives. Since not everyone looks identical in an
ultrasound, attention to detail is important. This is similar to what I was taught in
the military. I have an amazing group of classmates, and the instructors are leaders
we can look up to. The DMS program allows me to use the et of skills I learned in
the military. The program is not easy, but I would not want it any other way because
enduring that type of suffering is what makes the reward valuable.
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Johnathan Miller
The College of Health Care Professions
Austin, Texas

There’s a quote that has never left me when I did a medical mission trip in Haiti,
“it may feel like you can’t change the world, but you can change the world for
someone.” It’s how I felt when coming to The College of Healthcare Professionals,
making the ordinary feel extraordinary. No matter what walks of life CHCP is here
so help you succeed.
I grew up in northern Idaho, have traveled the world, attended a few different
colleges, and even did four years in USMC. What I like most about CHCP is that it’s
an easy transition for former military members. We love fast pace, to be challenged,
hands on training, it’s this type of environment that we thrive in. Better yet CHCP
doesn’t give you a reason to fail. How many school do you know where you can text
them whatever the issue and they will find the help you need or solution without
you even getting out of a chair? You will never find this level of compassion or
eagerness to give every student that walks through that door every opportunity to
graduate and start their careers, at any traditional college. There’s no reason to fail,
CHCP will never quit on you even if you quit on yourself.
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Byanca Campos
Aviation Institute of Maintenance
Irving, Texas

I am Byanca, and I had the pleasure of serving in the US Navy for 7 years and 11
months. My rate was an Aviation Boatswain Mate Handler, which meant I was in
control of all safety and movement of shipboard aircraft on board my command.
What inspired me to attend AIM was the fact that there was a technical focus
available with this program. There was no wait list, and the fact that there is a
limited amount of aviation maintenance schools in the area it was the perfect fit.
I’m in my first block and so far, and I am in love with the hands-on experience. I
can apply my love for aviation to a career that can take me anywhere. You just can’t
beat it!
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Ashley Cleary
The College of Health Care Professions
Austin, Texas

The College of Healthcare Professionals has been so welcoming and helpful while
transitioning into going back to school. I went into the army at 19 and was in for 7
years. I was born in raised in Phoenix, Arizona but have traveled to different states
since joining the Army. I was stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado for about 4 years
and then I PCS’d to Fort Hood, Texas where I transitioned out of the Army in 2018.
I have a beautiful family and 3 children. I decided to pursue my dreams in working
in the medical field. CHCP was one of the top schools that was veteran friendly,
which was a perfect choice for me. I am currently in the Medical Assistant program.
All of the staff has been so supportive and so helpful in helping me get situated
and cumulated back into the school scene. From admissions to career services to
the teachers, these individuals care about your future as much as you! Working
with financial aid to get my GI Bill situated and set up was easier than I thought it
would be. I am so glad that CHCP accepts the GI Bill and works with veterans to
utilize their benefits. The teachers are very knowledgeable and make diving back
into school that much easier. I highly recommended CHCP if you are looking to
have a positive atmosphere and getting yourself back into the swing of things!
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Onazeen Vital
Aviation Institute of Maintenance
Houston, Texas

My name is Onazeen Vital. I am a Dental Assistant student at The College of Health
Care Professions. I am also a United States Navy veteran. Words alone nearly cannot
describe how much this institution has elevated the outlook on my professional life.
I actually wanted to enter the military as a corpsman. Unfortunately my contract
signing came at a bad time because upon entry I was told by superiors that the
entire medical field was overpopulated. To my dismay, I was left with ultimatums.
I chose to be an airman tech. Although aircraft maintenance is a promising path,
I had absolutely no passion in acquiring more skills in that field. After getting
injured in the military, I had an opportunity to return home. A year after being
home and working an overnight civilian job I saw CHCP on television. I decided to
go to the campus for a tour to see if it was the real deal, I wasn’t disappointed. It’s
been nothing short of an amazing experience learning Dental Assistant skills from
seasoned professionals. Real doctors with real specialties, sharing their knowledge.
The military ended up being a blessing that helped me pay for school, and now I
am headed to the field. I’m sure this is going to go down as one the best decisions
I’ve made in my life.
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Mark Adame
The College of Health Care Professions
Dallas, Texas

Being a veteran is like a mystery box. For many of us, every day is a new challenge.
I never know if I’m going to wake up feeling isolated or accepted by society. Even
though I have been separated from the military service for a while, I still face the
difficulties of the transition from military to civilian life. Sometimes we as veterans
feel like a nuisance because of our Impatience, physical and mental injuries. Now,
on the bright side of that mystery box I can wake up feeling accepted and that I
been given the opportunity to do something that is constructive for my mind and
my body. It gives me a mission and allows me to move forward in life.
After researching and evaluating my options, I chose The College of Healthcare
Professionals as my college based on four criteria.
1. Academic- CHCP has a fantastic academic program available. Not only are the
instructors intelligent and professional, they are also personable with real life
experience.
2. Class size - Like many others, I feel like learn better in a smaller class environment.
3. Military/veteran support- CHCP offers a safe, welcoming place for veterans to
include emotional support and financial aid regarding VA benefits.
4. Pride- CHCP shows pride in everything they do.
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